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raiding. So did the Netherlands. But such was
the power of Charles that, although his navies
were much weaker than his armies, he yet was
able to fight by sea on two enormous fronts, first,
in the Mediterranean against the Turks and other
Moslems, secondly, in the Channel and along the
coast, all the way from Antwerp to Cadiz. Nor
did the left arm of his power stop there; for his
fleets, his transports, and his merchantmen ranged
the coasts of both Americas from one side of the
present United States right round to the other.

Such, in brief, was the position of maritime
Europe when Henry found himself menaced by
the three Roman Catholic powers of Scotland,
France, and Spain. In 1533 he had divorced his
first wife, Catherine of Aragon, thereby defying
the Pope and giving offence to Spain. He had
again defied the Pope by suppressing the monas-
teries and severing the Church of England from
the Roman discipline. The Pope had struck
back with a bull of excommunication designed to
make Henry the common enemy of Catholic
Europe.

Henry had .been steadily building ships- for
years. Now he redoubled his activity. He
blooded the fathers of his daughter's sea-dogs by